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WVSO Announces 08-09 Season
Season lineup includes music from Brahms to The Beatles,

 plus fully-staged production of “La Bohéme”
CHARLESTON WV - Artistic Director & Conductor Grant Cooper and Executive Director Paul Helfrich have announced the 2008-2009 concert season of the West Virginia Symphony Orchestra.  
The 08-09 symphonic series will feature renowned soloists in pianists Angela Cheng,  Barry Douglas, and Markus Groh, as well as rising star violinists Shannon Lee and Lindsay Deutsch.  Favorite musical works on the season include Holst’s The Planets, Brahms’s Symphony No. 3, Debussy’s La Mer, and many more  

The 08-09 pops season will feature music from Broadway to The Beatles, as well as a new program devoted to the comedy and music of Charlie Chaplin and the always-anticipated Home for the Holidays concerts.   
The three concert family series will offer programs perfect for kids of all ages including The Music of Harry Potter and The Classical Clown.  
The Montclaire String Quartet will once again offer a four concert chamber music series, highlighted by a January 31 performance of Pulitzer-prize winning composer and Charleston native George Crumb’s Black Angels. 

Special events include the ballet The Nutcracker in December (continuing the WVSO’s annual collaboration with the Charleston Ballet), a fully-staged production of Puccini’s grand opera La Bohème on May 16, 2009, and a performance of Vivaldi’s famed The Four Seasons, offered as part of FestivALL 2008, on Sunday, June 22, 2008.     

 The WVSO will begin accepting renewals from current season subscribers at its performances of the Verdi Requiem on February 29 and March 1, 2008.  Subscribers may renew by phone by calling the Clay Center ticket office at 304-561-3570.  The deadline for current subscribers to renew and maintain their current seating location is May 31, 2008.  New subscription orders will be accepted immediately and will be seated after the renewal deadline for current subscribers has passed. 
The complete 08-09 season line-up and price list follows.  
WVSO 08-09 SEASON SCHEDULE
Symphonic Series 

All symphonic concerts are at 8 p.m. at the Clay Center for the Arts & Sciences of West Virginia.

Opening Night

September 19-20, 2008

Grant Cooper, conductor

Angela Cheng, piano soloist

Leonard Bernstein
 Overture to Candide





Camille Saint-Saens
 Piano Concerto No. 2 in G Minor



Gustav Holst

 The Planets





Our season opens by reaching for the stars!  A glittering piano concerto by Saint-Saens leads to Holst’s The Planets, a musical journey into the infinite.  Filled with stunning sound colors and orchestration, The Planets is a rocket-powered showcase that’s out of this world!  

Barry Douglas Returns

October 17-18, 2008

Grant Cooper, conductor

Barry Douglas, piano soloist

Franz Schubert

 Symphony No. 9 in C Major (“The Great”)



Johannes Brahms
 Piano Concerto No. 2




Pianist Barry Douglas, a peerless interpreter of the music of Brahms, returns to Charleston to play the composer’s epic Concerto No. 2.  Winner of the Gold Medal at the 1986 Tchaikovsky International Piano Competition in Moscow, Barry Douglas remains the only non-Russian since Van Cliburn to have won this prestigious award.


Mahler’s Third

November 14-15, 2008

Grant Cooper, conductor

Gigi Mitchell-Velasco, mezzo soprano soloist

Women of the West Virginia Symphony Chorus; Joseph Janisch, director

Appalachian Children’s Chorus; Selina Midkiff, director

Gustav Mahler

 Symphony No. 3


A work of epic proportions, Mahler’s Third Symphony is his great hymn to the natural world, from the humble beginnings of life to man’s ultimate aspirations to heaven.  Mahler's youthful optimism shines from every page of a score that includes some of the most heartbreakingly beautiful moments in all of symphonic music.

The Call of the Sea

January 16-17, 2009

Grant Cooper, conductor

Shannon Lee, violin soloist

Georg Frideric Handel
 Water Music Suite



Jean Sibelius

 Violin Concerto






Benjamin Britten
 Four Sea Interludes from Peter Grimes



Claude Debussy
 La Mer






Vast, timeless, unknowable  – from the earliest beginnings of humanity, the sea has fascinated poets, artists, and composers alike.  Claude Debussy’s vivid symphonic suite La Mer highlights this concert of four contrasting works, each reflecting a different aspect of the eternal mystery of the ocean. 

On the Shoulders of Giants

March 6-7, 2009

Grant Cooper, conductor

Lindsay Deutsch, violin soloist

Johann Strauss

 On the Beautiful Blue Danube




Sergei Prokofiev
 Violin Concerto No. 2





John Corigliano

 The Red Violin Chaconne        




Maurice Ravel

  La Valse






In this program, we explore how time-honored traditions serve as the basis for new ideas and innovations.  For example, the beloved waltz of Johann Strauss was imagined in a new and creative way by Ravel in his landmark work, La Valse.  Prokofiev’s Violin Concerto No. 2 was inspired by the works of earlier composers, but reflects his own unique concept of sound.  In the same way, American composer John Corigliano’s Red Violin Chaconne (drawn from his original score for the popular film) continues this process in which the old inspires the new, with fantastic results!  

The Three Bs: Bach, Beethoven & Brahms  

May 1-2, 2009

Grant Cooper, conductor

Markus Groh, piano soloist

Johann Sebastian Bach
 Brandenburg Concerto No. 3



Ludwig van Beethoven
 Piano Concerto No. 3




Johannes Brahms
 Symphony No. 3





For more than a century, Bach, Beethoven, and Brahms have been the legendary “Three Bs” of music. In addition, the number “3” has had unique significance to humanity.  What special alignment might occur in a program that offers this nexus of perfection and greatness?  Find out in this thrilling season finale! 

ZMM Pops Series

All pops concerts at 8 p.m. at the Clay Center for the Arts & Sciences of West Virginia.

Home for the Holidays 

December 12-13, 2008

Parkersburg Community Chorus, Jean Singer, director 

Appalachian Children’s Chorus, Selina Midkiff, director

Hear your favorite holiday music complete with the special touches and unique arrangements only Maestro Cooper and the WVSO can provide. Always a favorite in the Capital City, Home for the Holidays is an unforgettable celebration of the season. 

Bravo Broadway presents

Broadway Rocks! 

February 13-14, 2009

Susan Egan, Capathia Jenkins, Doug LaBrecque, and Rob Evan, vocalists

West Virginia Symphony Orchestra Chorus; Joseph Janisch, director

Four top-notch Broadway vocalists join Maestro Cooper and the WVSO to perform selections from shows with a rock influence, including Wicked, Rent, The Lion King, Tommy, Phantom of the Opera and more!

Charlie Chaplin at the Symphony 

with Dan Kamin
March 27-28, 2009
Meet the man who taught Charlie Chaplin how to walk!  Dan Kamin trained Robert Downey, Jr. for his Oscar-nominated performance in Chaplin, and created Johnny Depp’s comedy routines in Benny and Joon.  Join Dan for an uproarious evening of comedy and music as he battles Maestro Grant Cooper for control of the orchestra, then introduces you to the comic artistry of Charlie Chaplin, live and on film.  See a preview at www.dankamin.com.

Classical Mystery Tour: A Tribute to The Beatles 

April 24-25, 2009

Imagine The Beatles playing in concert with a symphony orchestra.  What would that have sounded like?  Find out for yourself when Classical Mystery Tour performs live in concert. The show presents a medley of Beatles tunes sung, played, and performed exactly as they were written.   From early Beatles music on through the solo years, Classical Mystery Tour is the best of The Beatles like you've never heard!
City National Bank Family Series

All Family Concerts are at 11 a.m. at the Clay Center for the Arts & Sciences of West Virginia
October 18, 2008

The Music of Harry Potter

What better way to introduce children to the orchestra than through the music of Harry Potter?  Bring the worlds of spells and symphony together as you and your kids experience the original music by John Williams from the hit Harry Potter movies.  Plus, Maestro Cooper will don his sorcerer’s hat and perform a little magic for everyone!

February 14, 2009 

My Funny Valentine

Hear some of the world’s greatest love stories told with the glorious sound of the full orchestra.  Celebrate this Valentine’s Day by sharing your love of symphonic music with the entire family.  

March 28, 2009  

The Classical Clown with Dan Kamin
Watch the sparks fly as Classical Clown Dan Kamin battles Maestro Grant Cooper for control of the orchestra.  By the time it’s all over, the clown conducts and the maestro turns into a clown!  Dan Kamin created the physical comedy sequences for the movies Chaplin and Benny and Joon, and also trained Robert Downey, Jr. and Johnny Depp for their acclaimed starring performances! You’ll be delighted by Dan’s antics and amazing skills, and your kids will discover great musical classics by Beethoven, Stravinsky, Strauss, and many more.  See a preview at www.dankamin.com.

Special Events

All special events take place at the Clay Center for the Arts & Sciences of West Virginia at the times indicated below. 
West Virginia Symphony Orchestra presents

The Rome H. and Bessie Walker Opera Theater production of 

La Bohème by Giacomo Puccini  
Grant Cooper, conductor

Vernon Hartman, stage director

Saturday, May 16, 2009, 8:00 p.m.

In a darkened garret on Christmas Eve, two hands meet, and an ill-fated love is born.  Puccini’s moving tale of doomed young love, filled with staggeringly beautiful arias and ensembles, is one of the most cherished works in the entire operatic repertoire.  Experience the power of this tender tragedy, as our production brings to life the colorful “Bohemians” of nineteenth-century Paris. 

Tchaikovsky’s THE NUTCRACKER
Special NON-SUBSCRIPTION event

with the Charleston Ballet: Kim Pauley, Artistic Director & Choreographer

ChildSong and DanceSong choruses, Joann Cordell, director

Friday, December 19, 2008, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 20, 2008, 2:00 p.m. 

Saturday, December 20, 2008, 7:30 p.m.

It wouldn’t be Christmas without The Nutcracker!  Experience the joy and wonder that has made this a holiday classic, as the WVSO and Charleston Ballet partner once again for a spectacular production of Tchaikovsky’s cherished masterpiece.  Bring your family to share in the magic – see The Nutcracker!

FESTIVALL CONCERT: THE FOUR SEASONS

Sunday, June 22, 2008, 3:00 p.m.

The WVSO is proud to offer a special Summer Solstice program as part of FestivALL 2008, featuring Maestro Grant Cooper leading a performance of Baroque music including Vivaldi’s beloved “The Four Seasons. “ 

Montclaire String Quartet Chamber Music Series

A BLOCKBUSTER SEASON

The Fifth Element

October 11, 2008, 8 p.m.

Kanawha United Presbyterian Church, 1009 Virginia Street East

Gioachino Rossini

 Duo for Cello and Bass in D Major 

Dmitri Shostakovich

 String Quartet in F Sharp Minor, No. 7, Op. 108

Antonin Dvorak 

 
 String Quintet with Bass in G Major, Op. 77

American Graffiti

January 31, 2009, 8 p.m. 

Kanawha United Presbyterian Church, 1009 Virginia Street East

A sampling of the wide quartet repertoire by American composers, highlighted by a performance of George Crumb’s “Black Angels”.
From Here to Eternity

March 21, 2009, 8 p.m. 

Kanawha United Presbyterian Church, 1009 Virginia Street East

Ludwig van Beethoven

String Trio in C Minor, Op. 9 No. 3

Olivier Messiaen 

Quartet for the End of Time (1941)

It’s a Wonderful Life

May 9, 2009, 8 p.m.

Kanawha United Presbyterian Church, 1009 Virginia Street East

Handel-Halvorsen 

Passacaglia 

Bela Bartok


String Quartet No. 6, Sz. 114 (1939)

Bedrich Smetana 

String Quartet No. 1 in E Minor, “From My Life” 
WVSO 08-09 SEASON TICKET PRICES

 (Prices include all taxes & fees)
GRAND SERIES (10 concerts – symphonic and pops)

Area A


$425 

Area B


$335 

Area C


$205 

Area C student

$109 

Area D


$120 

Area D student

$64 

Area E


$68 

Area E student

$38 

SYMPHONIC SERIES (6 concerts)




Area A


$275 

Area B


$219 

Area C


$135 

Area C student

$69 

Area D


$80 

Area D student

$43 

Area E


$44 

Area E student

$27 

POPS SERIES (4 concerts)




Area A


$188 

Area B


$149 

Area C


$91 

Area C student

$47 

Area D


$55 

Area D student

$29 

Area E


$33 

Area E student

$20 

FAMILY SERIES (3 concerts)




Adults


$25 

Children

$14 

MONTCLAIRE STRING QUARTET (4 concerts)




Adults


$40 

Children

$20 

LA BOHEME



Area A


$70 

Area B


$57 

Area C


$42 

Area C student

$24 

Area D


$28 

Area D student

$13 

Area E


$13 

Area E student

$8 

THE NUTCRACKER




Area A


$47 

Area A Child

$26 

Area B


$34 

Area B Child

$18 

Area C


$22 

Area C Child

$12 

Area D


$16 

Area D Child

$9 

Area E


$9 

Area E Child

$5 

FESTIVALL CONCERT: THE FOUR SEASONS

Adult A 


$39 

Adult B 


$29 

Adult C 


$24 

Student C 

$13 

Adult D 


$13 

Student D 

 $ 8 

Adult E 


 $ 9 

Student E 

 $ 5 

SYMPHONY ON THE GO VOUCHERS*




Six Voucher Package

$209 

Four Voucher Package

$149 

*Eligible for best available seating..  May be used for 2008-2009 Symphonic Series and Pops Series performances only (does not include non-series events such as The Nutcracker, Festivall. and La Boheme).  
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