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Wins WVSO’s “Symphony Idol” 

Voted tops by audience at Feb 15-16 concerts
CHARLESTON WV –   Ryan Hardiman was the winner of the West Virginia Symphony Orchestra’s first-ever “Symphony Idol” competition.   Hardiman, 41, a local theater veteran who works by day as art director for WCHS/Fox 11, was one of nine finalists who performed in pops concerts with the orchestra on February 15 & 16, 2008.   The audience on Friday, February 15 narrowed the nine to four top finalists (including Hardiman, Jessica Liston, Liz McCormick, and Tanner Sigman) and then the final choice was made by the audience at the concert on Saturday, February 16.  

Hardiman, of Milton, WV, is the husband of Jean Hardiman and the father of daughter Chloe, age 16.  

The nine finalists, in alphabetic order, were Micah Atkinson, Ryan Hardiman, Elizabeth Cary Lantz Brown, Jessica Liston, Liz McCormick, Sarah Pauley, Tanner Sigman, Angela Szpak, and 
Jonathan Tucker.  
The finalists were chosen from over 40 contestants at auditions held Saturday, April 21, 2007 at the Clay Center.  
 Hardiman will be offered a number of paid performance opportunities with the WVSO, including Symphony Sunday 2008 and other future WVSO concerts.  
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